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IKEA's Solar-Powered Flat Pack Shelters Approved for Syrian Refugee Housing 

 

Designed in collaboration with the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, the 

shelters are ideal for situations such as the ongoing mass displacement of individuals 

fleeing from the war in Syria. 



Prefab Disaster Housing Prototype to Be Tested Out in NYC 
 

The prefab row house was designed by Garrison Architects and will be built by the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers in Brooklyn this summer. Intended to be used as housing after 

the emergency stage but before permanent housing can be constructed, the sustainable 

and solar-ready modular units will be trucked in, stacked and plugged into utilities. 
 



Survival Rooms Are Disaster Proof Prefab Capsule Units That May Save Lives 
 

Survival Rooms are container-sized units that offer total disaster protection within 

enclosed capsules. These self-sufficient emergency life support systems by Phil Pauley 

were designed to withstand extraordinary natural and manmade disaster conditions and 

save thousands of lives. Each unit is constructed out of a reinforced steel frame and 

insulated bi-steel walls and has seating for 70 adults and/or children. 
 



EDV-01: Robotic Emergency Shelter is Entirely Self-Sufficient 
 

Japan just unveiled the future of emergency housing in the form of the Emergency 

Disaster Vehicle, or EDV-01. The innovative design is fully-automated, capable of 

automatically doubling its size, and can be transported to anywhere you can set a 

shipping container. Developed by Diawa Lease, the shelter is a paragon of high-tech 

Japanese engineering — call it an emergency shelter robot. 
 
 



Nano Rescue House Provides Flexible Emergency Housing 

 

Each Nano can nearly double the living space by using a drop down bed system, enabling 

the house to provide accommodations for up to four people in an amazing 200 square feet 

space. The homes come in standardized sizes so they can easily be stacked up 

or adjacent to each other, considerably reducing restraints that come with limited, viable 

land. The panelized homes take advantage of natural light, have good of shading, 

collect rainwater and hook directly to ewer holding tanks so there is no need for plumbing 

in place. 
 
 



Floating Container Houses Proposed for Pakistan Flood 
 
The Amphibious Container is a floating home that can float built from used shipping containers, shipping pallets and tire 
Inner tubes. The container serves as the living quarters and rests on a series of truck inner tubes that serve as the 
flotation device. The container and tubes rest on a foundation of four metal angular connectors, which serve as the 
vertical guides. If the home were to be inundated with water, it would rise up thanks to the buoyancy of the inner tubes 
and ride along the vertical guides. The home can handle a maximum water level of 2.5 meters, and a surrounding 
canopy constructed of metal beams and shipping pallets would help shade the structure. 
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